CORFE   CASTLE

ers, including the unhappy Maid of Brittany. Edward II,
who had himself repaired and strengthened the castle, was
lodged there as a prisoner before he was taken to Berkeley.
After many changes of ownership the castle was sold in the
seventeenth century to Sir John Bankes, Attorney General to
Charles I, whose wife won immortal fame for her two defences
of the Castle during the Civil War.

Although, in 1642, the castle was occupied as a country
house, the Parliamentarians determined that it must be in their
hands. Sir John Bankes was with King Charles in the north
and Lady Bankes had only five men in the castle. At first the
Parliamentarians tried to take it by guile on May Day when a
stag hunt always took place on the castle lands. Failing in
this, they sent a party of seamen to demand the surrender of
the four cannons of the castle. Lady Bankes remounted the
cannon and fired them in reply. Next they tried to starve the
castle into surrender by forbidding the village to send up any
food. Since the castle was not victualled for a siege, Lady
Bankes agreed to surrender the cannon if she and her family
could be left in peace in the castle. In the ensuing truce
Lady Bankes victualled the castle and sent to Prince Maurice
for help, receiving from him a garrison under the command of
Colonel Laurence.

Parliament then sent a force under Sir Walter Erie to de-
mand the surrender of the castle. On this being refused, the
castle was bombarded from the neighbouring hills and from
the church tower, the organ pipes being used as powder cases
and the lead of the roof melted down. Sir Walter, who seems
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